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Fashion museum enjoying global interest

Canadian pair
still searching for
‘permanent home

By Ray MARTIN
Times Staff

I :enn Norman and
Jonathan Walford
haven't let bricks and

mortar get in the way of cre-

ating a world class Canadian
fashion history museum.
Although their goal over
the past three years has
been to find a permanent
home for their 10,000 pieces
of vintage apparel and

extensive research library,
they haven't let it get in the
way of pushing the project
forward.

“We had wanted to locate
the museum here in Cam-
bridge, but their really hasn't
been any interest shown by
the community,” Woodford
said.

There has been greater
interest in what the fashion
history museum has to offer
in Kitchener, Guelph and
Toronto. Although the
museum’s collection is in a
warehouse in Cambridge,
and Walford and Norman
carry on its administration

from their home in West
Galt, exhibitions are being
staged elsewhere.

The museum’s collection
has approximately 10,000
artifacts which reach back as
far as 1200 BC with an
Egyptian textile fabric frag-
ment. There is clothing dat-
ing back to the 17th century.

“We have more or less
resigned ourselves to the
fact that, for the time being,
we will be doing our produc-
tion in one location and our
presentations in another,”
Walford said.

The duo has had a num-
ber of exhibitions over the

last year, including the Chil-
dren’s Museum in Kitchener,
Guelph Civic Museum, as
well as shows in Toronto.
The most recent show will
take them to Hong Kong.

“This is our first exhibi-
tion in Asia. We are in the
New Town Plaza in Sha Tin,
in the new territories, and
it’s an absolutely amazing
experience,” said Norman.

Walford said the museum
was contacted in mid-
March to put on the show.

“They had found us on
the Internet and when they
called I first thought it was
just another telemarketer,”
he said.

Originally the mall want-
ed the exhibit to open in
mid-April, but that date was
pushed back to the begin-
ning of May because of the
time required to get the
proper paperwork in place
to ship the 50 pairs of shoes
involved to Hong Kong.

“In fact, I ended up tak-
ing one pair of shoes with
me for the opening of the
exhibit,” said Norman.

“I was met at the airport
by a pair of guards, whisked
through customs and taken
right to the mall.”

Norman said the fashion
history museum’s shoe
exhibit is located at cross-
roads in the giant shopping
centre and is surrounded by
high-end shoe stores. The
exhibit is being seen by as
many as 500,000 Hong Kong
shoppers daily.

The show in Hong Kong
has also opened other doors
for the museum in the Far
East.

Norman said the exhibit
is also booked for Shanghai
and Taipei. Before signing
on for the Hong Kong exhi-

Kenn Norman shows a pair of his vintage shoes.

bition, the museum had to
check the temperature and
humidity controls were in
place to ensure the integrity
of the collection would be
maintained.

“The humidity in Hong
Kong is unbelievable. People
are buying shoes there all
the time because they just
can't last in that climate. We
worked with a company
called Packart and they took
care of everything. They
were a dream to work with,”
Walford said.

Initially, Norman and
Walford had hoped to find
35,000 square feet of space
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where they could have a
workshop, as well as exhibit
the collection, but that
dream has almost evaporat-
ed with the recession.

“We could probably still
do it if we wanted to move to
New York. They seem to
have no problem finding
money for museums down
there, but we want this to be
a Canadian museum,” Wal-
ford said.

Through necessity they
have created something of a
virtual museum, where they
will put an exhibition
together and then show it
someplace else.




