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Awoman looks over some of the displays at the Open Drawers 2009 exhibit, which runs at the Guelph Civic Museum through Sept. 6, 2009,

Fashion museum seeking a permanent home




image2.jpeg
ESES—

Curator has designs on local venue to show 8,000 fashion artifacts

Vik Kirsch
Vkirsch@guelphmercury.com

GUELPH — The strikingly beauti-
ful formal pink dress with the
pleated ruffies and train currently
on exhibit at the Civic Museum is

made entirely of toilet pa . . . oops, .

tissue.

“This is the fashion area. You
can’t say toilet paper. It’s bathroom
tissue,” visitor Jerry Rogerson
quipped Saturday.

He was struck by the quality of
work by amateur, designer ToniLo-
ren, which he said was “quite re-
markable.”

“I thought it was spectacular.
The detail was incredible.”

The dress was one of the more
unusual items in a new exhibit of
clothing, shoes, purses and other

accessories-from the fledgling

Fashion History Museum, which

- is seeking a permanent home in

the Guelph, Kitchener-Waterloo,
Cambridge area.

Dozens of people attended Sat-
urday’s launch of the fundraising
exhibit, which continues for six
weeks at the Dublin Street Civic
Museum location. The fashion mu-
seum, which received its charita-
ble status this year, currently
boasts 8,000 fashion-related arti-
facts in various storage sites in
Cambridge.

“We're looking for a permanent
home in the region,” said curatori-
al director Jonathan Walford of
Cambridge, who’s working with

board chair Kenn Norman on this
prospect.

Though there are costume, shoe
and textile museums in Canada,
there’s nothing quite as all-encom-
passing as his organization’s fash-
ion history focus.

“We’re trying to be more com-
prehensive,” said Walford, a free-
lancefashion historian and writer.
He envisions a home for interna-
tional and Canadian fashion col-
lections, archives and publica-
tions. He’s seeking government
seed money, donations and grants,
as well as a municipality willing to
cover overhead costs for a perma-
nent exhibition site. The museum
would be primarily supported,
however, through admission and
other revenue sources.

He’s convinced it would prove
popular. “People love to look at
fashions. We all wear clothes, so we
allrelate to clothing.”

While fashions come and go,
each trend that falls out of favour
tends to return sometime in the fu-
ture. “There’s no guarantee we’ll

avoid it the second time around,”

he joked.

Saturday’s opening included
the unveiling of an award-winning
pistachio-green, pleated cocktail
dress with bodice and asymmetri-
cal hem, a runner-up in this year’s
Global TV reality show competi-
tion Project Runway Canada. In
production since then, the dress
sells in some Winners stores.

Designer Jessica Biffi, 26, of To-

ronto, a former Centre Wellington
District High School student of
now-retired fashion teacher Karen
Hoover, is preparing to release her
spring 2010 collection in October.
The Ryerson University grad
welcomed a permanent fashion
history museum in this region.

“I think it's exciting. Fashion

and history go hand in hand,” Biffi
said, adding she’s been influenced
by history in designing dresses
thatreflect past eras, like the Roar-
ing’20s and elegant *30s. X

“It’s the same as having a war
museum in my eyes. It’s part of our
history,” Biffi said. She added fash-
ion is always changing, so never
dull.

And what of the bathroom tis-
suedress?

Attending the opening, design-
erToniLoren of Brampton said she
made itfora competitionlast Janu-

‘ary organized by a paper products

company.

“It was very challenging. It took
six weeks of work to put together,”
Loren said, noting she used tape,
glueand ducttape. Oh,and sixrolls
of tissue.

She was drawn to the contest by
the creative challenge.

“It’s for the love of the art,” Lo-
ren said. k

“I always wanted to get into de-
signing. I knew I could do this,”
said the esthetician. “It’s fully
wearable. .. laces up the back. You
wouldn’t want to be caught in a
rainstorm.”
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Meg Beckel looks over some of the displays at the Open Drawers 2009
exhibit, which features fashions from the late 18th century to the present.
The exhibit runs at the Guelph Civic Museum through Sept. 6.





